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A POSITIVE FUNCTION FOR SCHOOL MUSEUMS 



FRANK A. MANNY 
New York City 



As one visits the various school museums in Munich, Paris, 
Zurich, Berne, and other cities he is thankful that the functions 
that have called these into existence have been recognized. In 
the first-named city one can see a remarkable collection of school 
materials. The purpose is commercial as well as educational, and 
so the organization is such as to keep the museum up to date. In 
Paris one is impressed by the possibilities of accumulation. I 
wondered where in America would be found such a quantity of 
school exercises by American pupils as far back as 1878, to say 
nothing of those from all parts of Europe and even Japan. 
When we get around to the making of careful comparative 
studies of what has actually been done during the course of years 
in school subjects we shall wish that more such material had 
been saved. The results from the single set of old papers, pre- 
served in Springfield, Mass., and so widely written up two years 
ago, have shown of how much service such studies can be in com- 
bating criticisms based for the most part on sentiment and old 
associations. 

With the increased interest in pedagogical training, quite 
apart from whatever can be done by the libraries of the various 
universities, we need a center to which all can turn for material — 
a museum which has a positive function. By this I mean not 
mere accumulation and classification of materials, however 
valuable that may be, but a positive organization with reference 
to serving the needs of those who influence and, to some extent, 
determine our educational policy. For instance the Fortbildung- 
schulen of Germany have perhaps as much suggestion for 
American schools as any present-time movement in European 
schools. Few can take the time to visit the work in Germany, 
and the one who does so realizes how much need there is that 
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those immediately concerned with the problem see what is being 
done. A careful expenditure of no large sum would bring to- 
gether a collection of reports, work done, criticisms, eta, which 
would be of great value if shown in our leading cities. This 
would bring out the merits of the various schemes, as that of Dr. 
Kerschensteiner at Munich, Dr. Kuypers at Cologne, the indus- 
trial schools of M. Rombant in Brussels, etc. 

This is one instance; there are scores of others all of which 
have significance for our present needs. Naturally such work 
as this could best be done by our national bureau, but to keep it 
up and to give an opportunity for it to exercise a positive func- 
tion would mean the systematic expenditure of large sums of 
money. The returns, however, would amply justify this expendi- 
ture. 



